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Michigan’s Phosphorus Fertilizer Law

by Tony Groves, Pam Tyning, and Paul Hausler
Progressive AE

Phosphorus is the nutrient that most often stimulates excessive growth of aquatic
plants, leading to a variety of problems known collectively as eutrophication. Elevated
phosphorus levels are causing premature aging of many Michigan lakes.

In an attempt to address this problem, Michigan passed legislation several years &0‘1‘3210330‘00‘
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prohibits the application of lawn fertilizers containing phosphorus 660 «@{‘it‘@“‘\ ’
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phosphorus deficiency. The new law also regulates the application @gt‘é S 6 RS z; ‘\«1\: @; @&2
of lawn fertilizer near surface waters and prohibits lawn fertilizer “‘3%6?.30.01»@‘ ?) K 0 22:*“"?0%@?‘@1:2’%
applications on frozen ground or ground saturated with water. e &\eeﬁ’e& \)‘\) " ﬁ \ﬂ%:z\‘\ x:§525§0 ng eﬁo%% o
Under the new law, fertilizer containing phosphorus can be applied et ‘%0 @%@;c\‘ﬁi& Wo“‘“"f@f‘ij; ‘b“’@;\c"‘“ S

" o0, T @I el U o of
on golf courses operated by staff members that have been certified ‘Q) 0t R &%’w%&@c%@ e i

i - ini S 1 0T B P W
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local regulations if they so choose. The state may impose civil or administrative e

fines on violators of the new law. %ecfb pro QfPSSiVG’
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The Minnesota Experience

Minnesota was the first state to enact a phosphorus fertilizer law. Between 2002 and
2005, Minnesota phased in a state-wide phosphorus fertilizer ban similar to Michigan’s
new law. In enacting the law, the Minnesota legislature required that research be
conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the fertilizer restrictions. The research
culminated in a report entitled Effectiveness of the Minnesota Phosphorus Lawn
Fertilizer Law. Report findings indicate the following:

*  Phosphorus-free lawn fertilizers are readily available, thus there is no difficulty o
for homeowners to find a lake-safe alternative. % @\0
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* The law has substantially reduced phosphorus lawn fertilizer use. ‘0\\0
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»  Consumers are supportive of the law. Q\e«\
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Tony Groves, Pam Tyning, and Paul Hausler have over 80 years of combined experience
working as lake management consultants with Progressive AE in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Tony, Pam, and Paul created MichiganLakeInfo.com, a website for those interested in
Michigan’s inland lakes. On the site you can find this article and information on topics such
as lake water quality, lake and watershed management, aquatic biology, emerging issues,
invasive species and more.
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